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Il SERVICE PERSONNEL

5/87 Uniform and clothing-review of current programme of
improvements (U) ID/ST83A/71/1/10/




RESTRICTED

RN 5
demands or effect issues. The dates by which it is hoped |
changes are indicated. In some instances they revige meeep ttr) j1mp|ement
last year. -a8t aates given

DS

Approved changes which have not yet been implemented:

a.

b.

&

h. RM Hosiery. Subject to successful trials, s

Action Coverall. Supplies to ships nominated by
start early in 1987. General introduction is expe

‘V Neck. Heavy Wool Jersey.
introduction of a “V” neck heavy wool jersey as a
uniform 1n officers’ and Class I and III rati

CINCFLEET will
cted by late 1987

RN qfficers{ ratings windproof jacket. Introduction of the new jacket
and 1ts addition to Class I and III ratings’ compulsory kits will be

effected by Jan 87. No further issues of the old style jackets to meet
initial kitting/outfitting needs will be made after this date.
Occasions of wear have been extended to cover all normal oceasions
of working and duty and wear will also be permitted for home to duty
travel and with civilian clothes. Mixed wear of old and new style
jackets will be allowed for a three year period.

Replacement lace for Officers’ shoulder badges. Approval has been
given to the use of a cotton/viscose lace to replace EP wire in the
manufacture of officers’ shoulder badges. The new lace is less
susceptible to tarnishing and will be introduced progressively from

1987.

RM King’s and Prince’s badge. Approval has been given to the
introduction of black-on-green King’s and Prince’s bagiges for wear
on the RM Jersey Wool Heavy. Supplies should be available early in

1987.

RM Combat Shirt. A smarter and more comfortable shirt will be
introduced on a wastage basis from mid 1987.

RM Greatcoat. A loan pool of the new style blue greatcoat will be
established in late 1986 for wear as directed by CGRM.

tockings, wool rich/ nylon,

. . 7
stone coloured will be introduced on a wastage basis from mid 198

to replace the existing all nylon stocking.

Sy e ' f gold on blue
RM specialist qualification (SQ) badges. Intmd“fﬁmgg :ffgc?ted in late

SQ badges for wear with No. 1 Blue Uniform wi

1986. Sl
badges, similar 1n

: : : New s
QARNNS Senior Ratings Hat/Cap badges: New BS(E 5 o oning
design to those worn by RN and WRVI;IHSI Sbeen li(r)ll;;rl;)&:iuced shortly.

traditional markings and colouring,



| | s for which approval to implement has yet to e
3. Proposed improvements for Pl

obtained. _. ot .
o FR No. 8s. Trials of trousers manufactured from a heavier weight,

higher quality material are nearing completion: this trouser material
should be an improvement over that curt.'ently In use. It 18 the
intention that it be introduced progrqsgnvgly, f«)llowmg formal
acceptance of the trial reports, commencing in late 1987. However,
because of the slow rate of turnover of the present pattern, it will he
some two years or more before most sizes of the improved trousers
appear in cash clothing stores; a few sizes will be available more
quickly. Meanwhile separate trials will commence early in 1987 of
both shirts and trousers made from a blend (80/20) of cotton/
polyester. Although the material has no easy-care properties, it is
hoped these garments will be smarter in appearance and more

durable than the all-cotton patterns as well as accepting FR treat-
ment.

b. NOMEX. Trials of No. 8 shirts and trousers manufactured from
NOMEX for use in Submarines are continuing: interim reports
suggest that the material should be acceptable.

C. T"?ipiﬁal Uniform. Trials have commenced in HMS Southampton
and rlong Kong. of two easy care materials which could replace
e tropical uniform. An alternative easy

in 1987 with, dependen ilabili :
garments in 1989 ’
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